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Sabres get hot, 
knock off Flyers, 4-2 


<< Evander Kane 
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For some Bulls’ faithful, a test awaits: 
Christmas Eve Mass on game day 


By Mary Kunz GOLDMAN 


NEWS STAFF REPORTER 


Christmas Eve is a time of peace and 
reflection. And then there is the 4 p.m. 
Christmas Eve vigil Mass. 

It is the Super Bowl of the liturgical 
calendar. Convenient for families with 
kids, it is the most widely attended Mass 
for Christmas. 

This Christmas Eve, the faithful face a 
fresh distraction. 

The Bills vs. the Patriots. 

As congregations start tackling “O 
Come, All Ye Faithful,” the Buffalo Bills 
will have been tackling the New Eng- 
land Patriots for three hours. Surely, here 
and there in church, folks will be led into 


Harry Scull Jr./News file photo 
Elvis, Santa and other fans will be 
glued to TVs and phones during 
Sunday’s Bills-Patriots game. 


temptation to check the score on a smart- 
phone. 

“Or a watch,” said Msgr. Patrick Kele- 
her, who presides over the Newman Cen- 
ter on UB’s North Campus. “Now, you’ve 
got those Apple watches. And it’s Christ- 
mastime. They'll be Christmas presents.” 

Smartphone, watch or tablet, what’s a 
priest to do if he sees someone checking 
the score? 

“T smile and roll my eyes. A gentle 
smile,” Keleher said. 

And lo, he brings us tidings of great 
joy: If you’re caught checking the score 
on Christmas Eve, your odds of being for- 
given could rise depending on whether 


See Mass on Page A12 


Holidays can be a grind 
at bustling meat markets 
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Sharon Cantillon/Buffalo News 


Who’s next? Customers crowd around the counter on Friday waiting for their number to be called at Camillo’s 
Sloan Super Market, a Christmastime favorite. See additional photos on the Picture Page, D12. 


Camillos Sloan shop 
rises to the occasion 


By BARBARA O’BRIEN 


NEWS STAFF REPORTER 


hey started pulling in 

the driveway of Camillo’s 

Sloan Super Market by 

8:30 a.m., a half hour be- 
fore the store opened, and began 
lining up outside the door 15 min- 
utes later. 

Inside, butchers had been 
working since 6 a.m., and the staff 
was getting ready for the crush of 
customers coming for the fresh 
meat the market is known for. 

It’s the same story at other in- 
dependent butchers at Christmas: 
customers lined up from the cash 
register to the door, buying prime 
rib, sirloin and sausage for the 
holiday. They were happy for the 
most part, joking with strangers 
in line, hugging friends they had 
not seen in months. 
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Christmas brings out 
the crowd at Camillo’s 


Take a photo tour of Camillo’s, 
where employees dress up for the 
festive season as they serve eager 
customers looking to buy fresh 
meat for their Christmas meals. 


“T think they come for the 
chaos. I think they love it,” Sloan 
Super Market manager Ashlee 
Leo said. “They love how tight ev- 
eryone is inside of the store. They 
love the interaction with the deli 
clerks and the cashiers.” 

And when they call “all hands 
on deck,” there’s a rush of adrena- 
line as the door opens for a steady 
stream of customers in a Christ- 
mas tradition of buying fresh 
meat at a corner market. 

“What am I buying today? 
Roast beef,” said Tracy Traufler 
of Cheektowaga, who was first in 
line Friday, waiting outside the 
Sloan Super Market on Reiman 
Street. “This gets crazy. You can’t 
beat the prices.” 

Tom Raczysnki of Cheektow- 
aga buys meat every year at the 
Sloan market. 

“Everything is fresher. It’s just 
tradition,” he said. 

Dave Camillo bought the Sloan 


See Market on Page A12 


Inside: SEE MORE PHOTOS OF CAMILLO’S AND ITS CUSTOMERS ON THE PICTURE PAGE. PAGE D12 


Cuomo makes it 


easier to 


prepay 


property taxes 


Order intended to help homeowners 
before new tax law limits deductions 


By Tom PRECIOUS 


NEWS ALBANY BUREAU CHIEF 


ALBANY - Local govern- 
ments, including the state’s 
biggest school districts, should 
create a path for homeowners 
to prepay their 2018 property 
taxes so they can grab deduct- 
ibility benefits before restric- 
tions kick in under the new fed- 
eral tax law. 

That’s Gov. Andrew M. Cuo- 
mo’s message after he issued 
Friday an executive order in- 
tended to makeit easier for New 
Yorkers to prepay next year’s 
property taxes prior to Dec. 31. 
That would enable them to get 
a bigger federal deduction on 
their 2017 federal tax filings. 

The idea has some obstacles. 
School districts, the largest col- 
lectors of the property tax in 
New York, are in no position 
— six months before their next 
budget even goes before voters — 
to collect tax prepayments. 

Taxpayers still will need to 
do some quick math to deter- 
mine if making the advanced 
payments is a wise tax move for 
their individual cases. More- 
over, they also would have to 
have the cash on hand to pay 
thousands of dollars they will 
owe on the unknown property 
tax levies. 

Many homeowners with 
mortgages have escrow ac- 
counts from which their prop- 
erty taxes are paid ona monthly 
basis to their mortgage lender, 
and so amending those ar- 
rangements to prepay taxes 
sometime next year could prove 
a large challenge. 

“This is what you can do 


| 


New York Times 
President Trump displays 
his signature on the tax bill 
on Friday. 


Inside: Tax BILL PUTS 
WORLD’S MARKETS ON EDGE; 
TRUMP FORGOES BILL- 
SIGNING CEREMONY. PAGE AZ 


now,” Cuomo said of taxpayers 
whocould benefit from his plan. 

Cuomo said his executive or- 
der temporarily suspends a law 
that prevents taxpayers from 
making partial payments on 
their next year’s income tax li- 
abilities. 

Some local government of- 
ficials said the executive order 
was needed to permit them to 
allow taxpayers to make ad- 
vanced tax payments. 

Buffalo Mayor Byron W. 
Brown, who is also chairman 
of the state Democratic Party, 
said Friday evening that city 
residents who want to prepay 
all or part of their estimated 
2018 property tax bill can do so 
starting Tuesday. He estimat- 
ed perhaps 500 property own- 


See Taxes on Page A7 
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SALVATORE ’S 
GIFT TO ECMC 
WILL OPEN DOORS 


The new entrance at the Erie County 
Medical Center will be known as the 
Russell J. Salvatore Atrium after his 

$1 million donation. Story on Page BI 


New U.N. sanctions 
imposed on N. Korea 


Move affects fuel, 
overseas workers 


By RICK GLADSTONE 
AND Davip E. SANGER 


NEW YORK TIMES 


UNITED NATIONS - The 
United Nations Security Coun- 
cil imposed new sanctions on 
North Korea on Friday that sig- 
nificantly choke off new fuel 
supplies and order North Kore- 
ans working overseas to return 
home within two years, in what 
may provethelasttestofwheth- 
er any amount of economic 
pressure can force it to reverse 
course on its nuclear program. 

The sanctions, adopted by 


a vote of 15-0, were the third 
imposed this year in an esca- 
lating effort to force the North 
into negotiations. China and 
Russia joined in the resolution, 
though American officials have 
charged that in recent months 
the Russians have secretly been 
opening new links to the North, 
including new internet connec- 
tions that give the country an 
alternative to communicating 
primarily through China. 
Under the new sanctions, oil 
exports will be limited to their 
current level, which has al- 
ready begun to result in short- 
ages around the country. Coun- 
tries around the world will be 


See Sanctions on Page A9 
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E P WEATHER 


“l'e: la © Rain changing to snow. High 34, 
low 24. Details on Page B10. 
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